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SCHEIDVINEYARDS.COM

CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
San Carlos & 7th | 831.626.9463
Sun - ur, 12 – 7pm | Fri - Sat, 12 – 8pm

ESTATE WINERY
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield
Open daily 11 – 5pm | 831.386.0316

We’re honored to have been voted Best Tasting Room in Monterey County!  Visit us for an 
unforgettable tasting of our estate grown wines.

Proud wine sponsor of Festa Italia.
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26555 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste 1 Carmel,  
CA  93923-8748   

Bus 831 624-6466 Fax 831 624-6456
Insurance License #0203512

Auto – Home – Life – Health – Business - Annuities

Barney J Belleci, Agent

Proud supporter of the Festa Italia 2025



Family Owned and Operated Since 1941

Congratulations to Festa Italia

RETAIL MARKET
Monterey 

End of Wharf #2
(831) 656-9505

“WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC”
M-F 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Sun Closed

DISTRIBUTORS OF FRESH & FROZEN SEAFOOD
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We are delighted to welcome everyone to the grand

Festa Italia 92nd Anniversary!

We gather with family, friends and Visitors to honor the

history of the fishing industry in Monterey. As usual we

invite everyone to become a part of our heritage and

tradition of “being Italian” during three days of fun,

festivities and food. Please enjoy the food, music,

dancing, crafts and all that we work towards year round

to bring this admission FREE event to our community,

visitors and friends. We work year-round to bring the

event; the camaraderie and good cheer to the Festa.

Without the sacrifice, dedication and blood, sweat and

tears that our local fisherman have given this community,

Monterey would not be what it is today. We thank all

the volunteers, the board of directors, committee

members and our sponsors, donors and advertisers.

Please eat, drink, and be Italian! Ciao and Mille Grazie

Benvenuti! 

2025 Festa Italia Corporate Sponsors & Advertisers
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	 2025 marks the 92nd Anniversary of the Festa Italia 
Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s Festival.  It is important to remember our 
history to move into the future. In1933 Monterey, the tradition of 
the blessing of the Monterey Fishing Fleet and praying for the safety 
of the fisherman and those who were lost at sea to the patron Saint 
of the Monterey Fisherman, Santa Rosalia, was established. The 
four women credited with establishing the Santa Rosalia blessing 
of the fishing fleet ceremony and the sharing of traditional Sicilian 
food and culture in 1933 were Francesca (Ferranti) Giamona, 
Giovanna Balbo, Rosa Ferrante, Domenica Enea. Aways central 
to the celebration, was the tradition that the fishing boats and the 
lives of the fishermen were to be protected from the dangerous 
sea through the intercession of the patron Santa Rosalia. The 
Festa Italia mission remains today to honor those men and women 
who left their homes in Sicily and established new lives in the 
greater Monterey Peninsula. Their cultural heritage, traditions and 
cuisine contributed to the growth of the City of Monterey and the 
establishment of Monterey as the “Sardine Capital of the World” 
during World War II.

It is great to remember, know and share your history. At the close 
of World War II, my father Steve and mother (Josephine Russo) 
moved from Pittsburg and San Francisco respectively to Monterey, 
where the Cardinalli family had settled.

My father was a fisherman starting at age 12 to help support the 
family by fishing in the river off Pittsburg, next, on to San Francisco 
Bay and then to Monterey and South. I remember as a small guy 
my brother and I sitting (or pushing each other)) in the back seat of 
our 1952 Oldsmobile Rocket 88 following the fishing boats, while 
driving along Ocean View Blvd. in Pacific Grove, until the fleet was 
out of site. I didn’t realize it then but now I remember my mom 
was always sad when the boats went out of site. After fishing my 
dad became a truck driver, he owned and operated “Steve’s Bait” 
delivering fresh fish and bait up and down California from Northern 
California to San Pedro. I think he was away from home more 
driving “truck” than fishing. Later in life, my mom and dad owned 
and operated a motel on Fremont Street in Monterey and another 
motel on Munras Avenue known as the “Carmel Hill” motel row. 

It’s funny how memories pop up as I’m writing this welcome. 
Accompanying my dad to deliver bait, I remember when he shifted 
gears, the old rubber cover around the gear shift shaft moved and 
you could see the highway below. It was always cold and windy 
in the truck. I also remember playing under Fisherman’s wharf 
with the “guys” from San Carlos School jumping from skiff to skiff, 

starting below the Wharf Theater jumping back and forth on 
the wharf beams all the way to Lou’s Fish Grotto (Domenico’s), 
then climbing up the ladder to get a drink from the bar, a “Davy 
Crocket” from my godfather. Every so often one of us, not me, 
would fall into the water and had to go home. We played until 
it was too dark to see and had to go home. I’m glad my mom 
didn’t know the crazy stuff we did as kids. Today, with my wife 
Marilyn, we continue to have a great life. I would not change it for 
the world.

Being here at the Custom House Plaza, is now part of your 
own legacy and part of Monterey’s Festa Italia’s legacy, you are 
making your own memories. Please share your own family stories 
and history with the younger generations. The youth is our future. 

I encourage you to enjoy all the Festa’s traditional Italian culinary 
favorites including: Arancini, Calamari, Deep Fried Prawns, 
Eggplant Parmesan Sandwich, Steak Sandwich  and a Sausage 
Sandwich. Of course, we would not be an Italian Festival without 
Pasta,  Meatballs and Pizza. Visit the Beer and Wine booth for a 
glass of wine from local vineyards or an ice-cold beer.  

New for Festa Italia 2025, on the upper Custom House Plaza 
level, is our Italian Dessert Court. Enjoy Italian cookies and coffee, 
fresh filled Cannoli’s and new this year Italian ice cups. Enjoy 
the entertainment from the professional musicians and take a 
“Sweets” break sitting at our new cafe tables. Look for the World 
Traveler’s Directional Sign post and remember to have fun and 
take a photo at one of our painted Photo Walls to commemorate 
your day at Festa Italia, Monterey California. Sunday morning at 
11am we will have free Tarantella lessons in front of the main 
stage, come and join us.

The Festa Italia Foundation is a non-profit, volunteer organization. 
Everyone is most welcome to join. The names of the Board 
Members appear in this magazine. As President of the Board, I 
am blessed by their commitment, dedication, and spirit to keep 
the Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Festival Completely Admission FREE. 

Enjoy the 92nd Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s Festival. 

Viva Santa Rosalia,

Festa Italia 7 

Joe Cardinalli, President
Festa Italia Foundation

BENVENUTO! 

Welcome to the Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s 
92nd Festival Remembering the Past 

From the President of Festa Italia Foundation, 
Joe Cardinalli
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2025 Festa Italia Committee Members
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Jeanette MazzarinoHal Rice

Linda Mancuso
Treasurer

Phyllis Grillo David Benech

Ron Chesshire

Joe DiRocco
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Andy Pappani

Wendy Brickman Antoinette Saylor

Custom House Plaza  
Monterey State Historic Park 

Michelle Speciale

Sebastian Crivello
Immediate Past President

Gasper SpadaroCandi Aliotti

Alice Flores

Joe Cardinalli
President

Vito Graziano

Frank Campo
Vice President

Antonia Ruccello
Secretary

Believing in you.

Serving our  
communities.

We’re proud to support Festa Italia!

www.MechanicsBank.com

Monterey Branch
Jeff Ursino, Branch Manager

439 Alvarado St.
831.242.2000

Pacific Grove Branch
Matt Bosworth, Branch Manager

561 Lighthouse Ave.
831.649.5010

Seaside Branch
Brigette Brown, Branch Manager

1658 Fremont Blvd.
831.394.6900

MKT9301-0712/0822

Jeff Cecillo Kasey Aliotti

Kim Cutino Erica Walker

Jim Friebel
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Past Presidents - Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Foundation 
Lena D’Aquanno
Jerome Lucido
Tom Fava
Carmelo Tringali
Sebastian Crivello
Joseph Cardinalli (Current President)

2 0 2 5  F e s ta  M ag a z i n e  T e a m

Joe Cardinalli
Marilyn Cardinalli

Joelle Davi
Candi Aliotti

Ryan Lama 
Wendy Brickman
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General Engineering
Contractor

www.coastalpipelineinc.com

831-402-5014

• Underground Utilities

• Excavating

• Paving

• Asphalt Services 

LIC# 1119715

We Don’t Speak Italian. 
But We Do Speak Vroom.

Sure, we’re technically from Japan. But put us next to a plate of pasta 
and a glass of Chianti—we fit right in. Lexus Monterey Peninsula is 
proud to join Festa Italia in celebrating timeless taste, bold design, 

and spirited performance. Because passion? That’s universal.



September 5 - 7, 2025 

The 92nd Annual Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s Festival is here, and I am honored to welcome you and celebrate 
this special tradition with you. Much of the rich history that shapes the Monterey Peninsula experience comes from the 
Sicilian fishermen and their families who immigrated here decades ago, building a life along California’s Central Coast. 
Festa Italia proudly celebrates this heritage—keeping the stories, traditions, and cultural pride alive for future generations. 

This beloved festival is a joyous tradition that welcomes families from all cultures to join in the celebration. The Sicilian 
warmth and charm amidst the idyllic backdrop of Custom House Plaza and Old Fisherman’s Wharf sets the perfect 
ambiance. With festive music and dancing, new friendships, community spirit, and, of course, the world-class deliciousness 
of savory Italian cuisine—Festa Italia offers something for everyone. 

A heartfelt thank you to the Festa Italia Committee for your dedication to preserving and sharing this tradition year after 
year. The Festa Italia Foundation is powered entirely by volunteers, and we are deeply grateful to each and every one of 
you for your time, passion, and hard work. 

Included in the City of Monterey’s seal is the word "Anda," meaning onward in Spanish and go in Italian. It symbolizes the 
spirit of our city—always moving forward—and reflects our hope for continued progress, connection, and celebration. We 
extend that same spirit to all of you. 

Whether you're a visitor enjoying the festival or a local resident, thank you for being kind—to each other, to our charming 
city, and to the beautiful natural resources we all work so hard to protect. 

Join in the fun and have a wonderful time at this year’s Festa Italia—onward together! 

Alla Salute! 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 Tyller Williamson 
Mayor of Monterey 

 

 



331 Ford St. Watsonville, CA 95076 |  info@delmarseafoods.com | www.delmarseafoods.com

A proud sponsor of this year's Festa Italia Fisherman's Festival

With three generations experience in the seafood and fishing 
industry, we are a family owned business based on the 
Monterey Bay Peninsula. With a 40 year history as vessel 
owners, seafood producers and processors, we have continued 
to support and help stimulate our local economy while 
supplying sustainably-sourced calamari to our community.

Enjoy some of our locally-caught fresh calamari right here at the festival. Lightly 
breaded and fried, come taste the quality of our Ocean Angel Brand. 
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Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s Festival
September 5, 6, & 7, 2025

Entertainment Schedule

Saturday, September 6th

Friday Night, September 5th

Sunday, September 7th

10:00 AM	 Mass San Carlos Cathedral/Crowning the Statue of Santa 	
	 Rosalia
11:30 AM – 12 PM	 Opening Ceremonies 
	 Opening Ceremony Main Stage
	 Procession to Wharf & Blessing of the Fleet
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 	 Mike Marotta and Friends
1:00 PM – 1:25 PM 	 Cooking Demonstration - Master Chef Tene Shake
	 - Classic Fisherman’s Wharf Cioppino
1:30 PM – 2:30 PM 	 Anthony Lane Band
	 Tarantella Dancers
2:45 PM – 3:45 PM 	 Pasquale Esposito
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM 	 Anthony Lane Band
5:15 PM – 6:15 PM 	 Pasquale Esposito
6:30 PM – 9:30 PM 	 “DANCING UNDER THE STARS” with
	 Scarlet - Monterey Bay’s High-Energy Dance Band

11:00 AM – 11:25 AM	 Tarantella Dancer Lessons in front of main stage “Free” Phyllis Grillo, 	
	 Master Tarantella Dance Instructor Everyone welcome to attend and learn 	
	 the Tarantella

11:45 AM – 12:50 PM	 Anthony Lane Band
	 Tarantella Dancers	
1:00 PM –   1:25 PM	 Cooking Demonstration - Master Chef Tene Shake
	 Classic Fisherman’s Wharf Cioppino 
1:30 PM  –    2:30 PM	 Pasquale Esposito
2:45 PM  –    3:45 PM	 Mike Marotta and Friends
4:00 PM  –    5:00 PM	 Pasquale Esposito
5:00 PM  –    6:00 PM 	 Anthony Lane Band, Bocce Awards,
	 Raffle Announcements
					     Schedule subject to change

Anthony Lane

Festa Italia 3 

Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s Festival 2014

Monterey Bay

Saturday, September 6

Sunday, September 7

11:00 AM Emcee David Marzetti
11:15 AM-12:15PM Operation rock
12:30PM National Anthem plus welcome by 

Mayor Chuck Della Sala and Bishop Garcia
1:00 PM-1:45 PM Pasquale Esposito
2:00 PM-2:45 PM Anthony Lane Band
3:00 PM-4:00 PM Festa All-Stars including Mike Marotta Sr., Mike

Marotta Jr., Ree Brunell, Oracio Aiello, David
Marzetti, Dennis Murphy, and David Morwood

4:15 PM-5:00 PM Pasquale Esposito
5:15 PM-6:00 PM Anthony Lane Band

10:45 AM Emcee David Marzetti
11:00 AM-12:00 PM Anthony Lane Band
12:00 PM-1:00 PM Pasquale Esposito
1:15 PM-2:30 PM Festa All-Stars including Mike Marotta Sr.,

Mike Marotta Jr., Ree Brunell, Oracio Aiello,
David Marzetti, Dennis Murphy, and David
Morwood

2:45 PM-4:00 PM Anthony Lane band
4:15 PM-5:30 PM Pasquale Esposito

Pasquale Esposito

Oracio Aiello

Mike Marotta, Jr.

Ree Brunell

Mike Marotta, Sr.

David Marzetti
Master of Ceremonies

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 	    “DANCING UNDER THE STARS” with
	 The Money Band - Voted Best Band in Monterey County 2022

Anthony Lane

Mike Marotta, Jr.

The Money Band

Scarlet Band

Scarlet



METAL SPECIALTIES

METALSPECIALTIES.NET
831.375.0375

@metalspecia l t ies

Metal Specialists SU21.qxp_Layout 1  5/4/21  5:53 PM  Page 1

(853) 531-5711 | (831) 253-9537

viveredriptherapy.com

FESTA ITALIA
Instant Hydration IV

Hangover Relief IV

Immune Support IV

replensih fluids fast, perfect for the Festa Italia.

designed to ease headaches and nausea.

stay healthy amidst the crowds, boosting your
defenses.

Vivere Drip Therapy
CARMEL & SALINAS, CA

with Vivere Drip Therapy

20% OFF MYER’S COCKTAIL

CALL US AT (831) 253-9537 TO 
BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

Date: September 5-7, 2025
Time: 10AM - 8PM

Reserve Now: (831) 253-9537
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Mike Marotta and Friends

Anthony Lane Band

David Marzetti, Master of Ceremonies/Singer

Mike Marotta & Friends will include Mike Marotta on accordion, 
Paul Langford on bass, Paul Tarantino on clarinet and sax, 
Dave Dally on violin, John Beron on drums, with singers Erasmo 
“Orazio” Aiello, Dave Marzetti, Rachel Marotta Halim and Anna 
Marotta Halim.

Anthony “Nino” Lane was born as 
Antonino Pasquale Cotroneo in 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Son of 
Giorgio Cotroneo of Santa Roberto, 
Reggio Di Calabria and Angelina 
Musitano of Deglia Nova, Reggio Di 

Calabria. At the young age of ten 
Nino began to perform with many 
bands in the Italian community. Sing-
ing mainly in Italian he was known 
as “the little Italian Singer” While in 
the Harmony Dance Band he was 

This is the 32nd year that David Marzetti has emceed and performed at Fes-
ta Italia with his close friend, Mike Marotta. David comes from a radio back-
ground that spans over 48 years. Besides his weekly M-F Afternoon Show 
3-6p, David hosts the “ShagBag Show” every Saturday morning as well 
as “Sundays with Sinatra: Live from Old Fisherman’s Wharf”. All of David’s 
shows are broadcast on KMBY 1240 AM/95.9 FM. He is highly regarded as 
“Monterey’s Emcee” and hosts many local functions and fundraisers includ-
ing Festa Italia, Santa Rosalia Queen’s Coronation Ball, La Merienda/City of 
Monterey’s Annual Birthday Celebration, The City of Monterey’s 4th of July on 
the Lawn, Old Fisherman’s Wharf’s Annual Birthday Party, The Carmel Sum-
mer Live Music Series, and the Italian Heritage Society Awards Ceremony. 
David is the Winner of BEST TV/RADIO PERSONALITY in the Monterey Her-
ald Readers Poll. And, a 3-time winner of the PGA Media Person of the Year 
Award. Congressman Jimmy Panetta calls David “The Voice of Monterey”.

Pasquale Esposito
Pasquale Esposito was born and raised in Naples, Italy. He immigrated to the 
United States winning the Green Card Lottery in 1998. He pursued his pas-
sion for music by studying at San Jose State University receiving his Bach-
elor of Arts Degree where he was a distinguished alumnus in 2009. He is an 
international crossover recording artist, acclaimed for his pop-opera delivery 
of songs. Esposito released 9 albums and began touring internationally with 
his first musical revue: Naples … That’s Amore in 2005. Thereafter, he toured 
with his CD of Original Compositions: A Brand New Me (2009) and Il Tempo 
(2011).

Erasmo “Orazio” Aiello

Erasmo ‘Orazio’ Aiello comes from Palermo, Sicily.  He has been 
discovered by musicians eager to share his gift of singing tra-
ditional Italian songs and opera with wider audiences. He just 
returned from Sicily last week.
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The Money Band is a high-energy 
band, entertaining crowds of 
all ages! For over fifteen years, 
they have earned their reputation 
as ambassadors of top 40 hits, 
performing for thousands of fans 
all over California and beyond. Also 
voted many recent years as Best 
Band on the Monterey Peninsula 
in The Carmel Pine Cone, The 
Monterey Herald, and The 
Monterey County weekly! Fronted 
by charismatic lead vocalist and 
harmonica player Zoe Alexander, 
The Money Band performs with 
a remarkable intensity and fire 
that garners new fans and critical 
acclaim.

The Money Band is accompanied 

with renowned and distinguished 
musicians, playing every style from 
country to funk, disco to classic 
rock, reggae, modern and pop, 
with songs from artists, including 
the Beatles, Rolling Stones, Elvis, 
Johnny Cash, Michael Jackson, 
Kid Rock, Bruno Mars, and Bon 
Jovi. “It’s humbling to know that 
people associate our songs with 
some of the most meaningful 
moments in their lives,” says 
Zoe Alexander. “We now have a 
multigenerational fan base and 
everyone is sure to hear their 
favorites.” This dynamic and 
popular band assures to get your 
party started, with a crowded 
dance floor all night long!

THE MONEY BAND

SCARLET
Scarlet is a five-piece band comprised of some of the Monterey 
Bay area’s finest and most experienced musicians. They’ve put 
together a unique blend of high-energy dance tunes guaranteed 
to put smiles on faces and fill the dance floor. Fronted by lead 
singer Liz Raquelle, Scarlet is powered by the tight and exciting 
rhythm section of Michael Kobrinski on drums and bassist Michael 
Chatfield. Donnie Dickman on keys and sax and guitarist Scott 
Dickson bring exciting sounds and stellar solos. In addition to Liz, 
the band features three additional lead singers providing sublime 
backing vocal harmonies.

fortunate to open up for the Original “Ink Spots “ and many 
other Nationally known headliners. At the Age of fourteen 
he decided to leave his Italian sound and begin his first rock 
Band “Double Vision” later to be called “Clear Cut”, and 
they went on to record three albums. The first one under 
A&M records produced by Daniel Lanios (U-2, Peter Gabriel, 
Bonnie Raitt”). The second recorded under the CBS label, 
produced by Bob Destocki (Fast Times at Richmont High, 
The Ides of March”), and the final one on A & M Records 
again. At the same time Anthony studied with Rosemary 
Burns-Gazarra (the wife of Ben Gazzara) in Toronto, Cana-
da. She was a former opera singer (New York Met) who had 
studied Bell Canto in Italy and had developed a technique 
for singing pop music. She called it ‘the mask’ and had 
been teaching it for many years. Her former students include 
Bryan Adams, Corey Heart, Jeff Healey, Sebastion Bach 

(Skid Row) And James Labrie (Dream Theatre). This would 
later change Anthony’s life. Throughout the 80’s Anthony 
was a part of a powerful musical team. To make it easier 
in the music business, Anthony changed his name to Lane 
(Plain Lane is what he would say!) After 14 years on the road 
working fifty weeks a year, Anthony came to Los Angeles to 
try to secure a major label record contract. He had made his 
mark in L.A. but the music scene was beginning to change 
quickly. Anthony decided to move and open a Club in Mon-
terey, named PLANET GEMINI which he ran successfully for 
25 years. To keep Music alive, Nino purchased the Legend-
ary FOX THEATER in Salinas,  where he brings major shows 
and events. Anthony decided to follow his heart and sing 
the music he once enjoyed - Classic Italian. A performance 
you will all enjoy!
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Festa  Italia
Santa Rosalia fisherman’s Festival

Keeping the Italian-Sicilian Culture and way of life alive is what 
the Festa ltalia is all about. The Italian and Sicilian fishermen and their 
families are who built this community that we all today call home. They 
brought jobs, housing, and prosperity to Monterey many years ago 
with the fishing and canning industries. The Santa Rosalia Festa ltalia 
of Monterey is the celebration of the patron saint of the fishermen. 
This festival in Monterey makes many contributions in the form of 
scholarships, donations to San Carlos School and Church, and more. 

During the admission free 3 days of the Festa, more than 20,000 
people attend the festivities enjoying Italian and Sicilian style music, 
food, entertainment, and fun. From the amazing caliber of top 

entertainment, delicious authentic food, premier bocce tournament, 
authentic Italian-Sicilian gifts, Monterey’s very own Tarantella Dancers 
who delight the crowd with colorful Italian costumes and traditional 
dancing. The Festa is the perfect way to celebrate anything and 
everything Italian and Sicilian from the Bocce ball tournament, raffle 
prizes, and authentic food; to the parade, crowning of the Santa 
Rosalia Statue and blessing of the fleet on the wharf; the festival is 
the place to be every September! We have a dedicated, hard working 
and enthusiastic board and committee that work year round to put 
on the first class festivities at the Festa. As always we have to thank 
our sponsors who are too numerous to list, but each and every one 
knows how grateful we are for their continued support. With the 
generous support Festa ltalia, is able to continue this wonderful festival, 
which enriches the community through promoting and preserving the 
heritage, traditions, and cultures of Monterey’s Italian-Sicilian Americans.
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Festa  Italia  2025  Grand  Marshall

	 Paul Peter Aliotti
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Paul Peter Aliotti was born on December 17, 1946, on 
the island of Marettimo, Sicily, to Domenico Aliotti and Franc-
esca Torrente. He is the third of four children. His siblings are 
Giuseppe Aliotti (Enza), Grand Marshal of Festa Italia 2012; 
Antonietta Asaro (Salvatore); and Giovanna D’Aquanno (Felipo).

In 1958, at the age of 11, Paul immigrated to the United States 
with his mother and sisters to reunite with his father and brother. 
The family settled in Monterey, California, on Monroe Street in 
the neighborhood affectionately known as Spaghetti Hill.

Domenico, a lifelong fisherman, was the driving force behind 
the family’s move to Monterey. He worked aboard his own boat 
in both Monterey Bay and the waters off Alaska, passing on the 
tradition of fishing to his sons, Paul and Giuseppe.

By age 13, Paul was balancing school with work, washing dish-
es at Rappa’s Restaurant on the wharf. He worked there for five 
years before moving to Lou’s Fish Grotto, where he became a 
cook. It was during this time that Paul received the devastating 
news that his mother had passed away from breast cancer. 
Shortly afterward, he left Lou’s in search of new opportunities.

Paul eventually walked into the Sardine Factory and asked co-
founder Bert Cutino for a job. He was hired as a cook and re-
mained there for three years. In 1971, while still working at the 
Sardine Factory, Paul began fishing for salmon in Alaska with 
his brother Joe aboard the Baby Francis. He later worked as a 
waiter at the Hyatt and The Rouge, continuing to fish during the 
summer months.

In June of 1973, fate intervened. Paul crossed paths with San-
dy Scardina at San Diego Federal Bank in downtown Monterey. 
He knew of her through his sisters. They chatted briefly—he 
was heading to Alaska, and she was preparing for a trip to 
Sicily. Before parting ways, Paul joked that he owed her a drink 
when he returned. Sometime later, Sandy called The Rouge 
late one evening and reminded Paul of his promise. They met 
for drinks, followed by coffee at Denny’s. Six months later, they 
were engaged. On September 28, 1974, they were married at 
Carmel Mission Church.

Their first child, Domenic Paul Aliotti, was born on February 29, 
1976. At the time, both Paul and Sandy were working in res-
taurants to support their growing family. In May of 1977, they 
purchased Victorian Corner Restaurant in Pacific Grove. Their 
second son, Paul Salvatore Aliotti (Pauley), was born on June 
25, 1979. That same year, the couple completed construction 
on their home in Pebble Beach. Their daughter, Maria Franc-
esca Aliotti, completed the family on August 19, 1984.

During these years, Paul balanced restaurant life with sea-
sonal fishing trips. In 1989, he and Sandy designed and built 
their own fishing vessel, Miss Maria, in Seattle, Washington—
launching Paul’s 30-year career as an independent fisherman. 
Over the years, both Domenic and Pauley joined their father 
aboard Miss Maria in Alaska. From 1998 to 2004, Paul also 
fished for herring in San Francisco during the winter months.

In 2007, while in Bristol Bay, Alaska, Paul suffered a near-fatal 
accident. He fell from a barge ladder, and his foot became en-
tangled in a buoy line, leaving him dangling between the barge 
and his boat. Miraculously, he survived the fall, made a full re-
covery, and returned to fishing the following season without 
missing a beat.

Tragedy struck in 2014 when Paul’s beloved wife, Sandy, 
passed away unexpectedly. Despite the immense grief, Paul 
continued fishing in Alaska until 2020. That same year, Pauley 
took over as captain of Miss Maria, ensuring that the family’s 
fishing legacy would carry on.

Today, Paul enjoys mornings at Aliotti’s Victorian Corner with 
his son Domenic, daughter-in-law Mary, loyal customers, and 
cherished friends. He also loves spending time with his three 
grandchildren, visiting with Pauley when he’s in town from Or-
ange County, and connecting with his daughter Maria, who was 
crowned Santa Rosalia Queen in 2000 and has proudly kept 
the family’s Sicilian traditions alive since Sandy’s passing.

Paul is deeply honored to serve as Grand Marshal of Festa Italia 
2025. His family has deep roots in the celebration, with several 
nieces and grand-nieces having served as Queens and court 
members. Paul and his family extend heartfelt thanks to the 
Festa Italia Board of Directors for this recognition.

May God bless Festa Italia and everyone involved in preserv-
ing our shared traditions.
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The Monterey 92ND  A History of 

Giving, Sharing, 

Food, Family & Fun!Fisherman’s 
Festa Italia

In 1997 the Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Foundation, a 
501© (3) non-profit organization was incorporated. The 
Foundation’s Board of Directors are responsible for 
planning and implementing the logistics, set-up op-
erations while insuring the safety of all guests, visi-
tors and volunteers. The Festa Foundation is plans 
and implements several fundraising events through-
out the year.  It is due to the Foundation board 
members hard work, commitment and dedication 
that the Monterey Fisherman’s Festival has achieved 
unprecedented success year after year.

Grazie mille- Many Thanks to the Festa Volunteers
The continued success and keeping the Festa Italia 
Santa Rosalia Festival an admission Free Family 
event is due to the hundreds (thousands)of Volun-
teers, Civic Organizations, Magazine Sponsors and 
current Donors who give their time and energy to 
keep the Festa Italia Santa Rosalia open to families, 
friends and visitors to Monterey!

BOCCE Ci vediamo al campo de bocce!
One of the biggest draws to the Fisherman’s Festival is the Bocce Tournament.  Each year teams travel from far away 
to compete for cash prizes and bragging rights.  There is an entrance fee per team, which includes lunch. There is 
a 32 team maximum and teams are accepted on a first come first served basis, they are matched at random. Teams 
must be able to play any time on Saturday and Sunday at the Festa Italia Bocce Court.  Once a team is confirmed they 
are sent tournament rules.  

We welcome and encourage all Bocce enthusiasts young and old to participate.   Have fun cheering on your favorite 
team, and learn the rules and strategies at this exciting event.

Mangia cibo Bevanda Birra o Vino -Eat food, Beer & Wine
Crowd favorites include:  Arancini.  Delizioso! Rice balls, stuffed 
with sauce meat and cheese, rolled in bread crumbs then deep 
fried to a crispy golden brown with a tomato based sauce made 
fresh by our Festa Italia volunteer cooks.  They are sold out by 
noon on Sunday. Other crowd pleasers include Steak and Sau-
sage Sandwiches, and of course Pizza! And of course what would 
an Italian Festival be without Pasta and Meatballs. Calamari is 
back on the menu. The Deep Fried Prawns were a big success 
and will return. The Pasta sauce is made fresh and served hot 
to satisfy. 

The introduction of the Eggplant Parmesan Sandwich was a hit 
not only for the vegetarian palate but it was enjoyed by all.

New for this year: Located on the Upper Custom House Plaza 
we placed the Cannoli Booth, Coffee and Cookie Booths. The 
Cannoli booth will also sell Italian Icee cups for a new dessert 
treat this year. Come and sit at one of the cocktail tables, have 
an Italian sweet and a cup of coffee and enjoy the sights and 
sounds of Festa Italia Santa Rosalia Festival.
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San Carlos Cathedral
• Founded on June 3, 1770 by Blessed Junipero Serra

• Present church structure completed in 1794

• California’s first Cathedral

• Dedicated as a National Landmark in 1961

• The Oldest continuously functioning house of worship 
 in the State of California

“The Royal Presidio Chapel”
500 Church Street • Monterey, California 93940

Phone (831) 373-2628 • Fax (831) 373-0518
www.sancarloscathedral.net

Serving the people of Monterey since 1770

Very Rev. Peter A. Crivello,
V.G, Rector/Pastor

Most Rev. Daniel E. Garcia D.D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Monterey
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Bounty of the Sea Exhibit
At the Stanton Center beside Festa Italia

The Festa Italia Foundation in partnership with 

the Italian Heritage Society has created a time-

line exhibit of the history of fishing in Monterey 

Bay—Bounty of the Sea—the exhibit includes 

text, photos and stories. The exhibit emphasizes 

the Sicilian/Italian contributions made during the 

sardine era that led to Monterey earning the title 

of Sardine Capital of the World. The display cov-

ers the Pittsburg connection, the Santa Rosalia 

ceremonial blessing of the fleet, the Festa Italia 

Celebration, a Tarantella traditional dress along 

with information on fishing boats, nets, canneries 

and the wharfs. It also highlights information on 

Indigenous, Chinese, Portuguese, and Japanese 

fishermen, the Western Flyer, and the Monterey 

Bay Fishing Trust.

The exhibit is located at the Monterey History 

and Art Stanton Center at the Custom House 

Plaza.  Viewing is available Thursday - Monday 

from Noon to 4 pm. Admission fees are charged.

Thank you to AnnaMarie Della Sala-Stanton 

President of the Italian Heritage Society and Joe 

Cardinalli President of the Festa Italia Founda-

tion for leading this exhibit project. Also Festa 

Italia volunteers Marilyn Cardinalli, Michael Pac-

ciorini and Andy Cardinalli, and Italian Heritage 

volunteers Mike Ventimiglia, Bob Enea and Joe 

Amelio, Mikko Mananghaya for the design of the 

Festa Italia museum panels. 
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Bounty of the Sea Exhibit
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BOCCE BALL 2025 TEAMS
Per Amore Di Bocce
Jeremy Ward
Lydia Romo
Willy Lopez
Keith Lawrence

Progress Not Perfection
Mellissa Maghuyop
Deanna del Junco
Louanne Grillo
Christina Grillo

Scotts Valley Montoni
Jimmy Collins
Brian Petersen
Ken Gorny
Mike Schmidt

Old Fisherman’s Grotto
Carlo Pappalardo
John Dine
Dick Gomez
Steve Castellano

Domenico’s on the Wharf
Mike Tognotti
Phyllis Tobnotti
Andi Baldi
Judy Baldi

G-Town Ballers
Chris Veloz
Greg Vallegas
Less Flores
John Vallegas
Johnny Guzman

Wing Stop Daly City
Mark Baeta
Kathy Brocca
Don Brocca
Marty Cecaci

Yosemite Dental
Jess Quesada
Terry Santos
Sal Tedesco
Ted Nicholson

Salon Park Ave.
Mario Conti
Nella Conti
Ron Del Carlo
Gerie Del Carlo

Bocce Ballers
Manny Romo
Paulo Pro
Diane Kelly
Bob Kennedy

Giovanni Design Build
Giovanni Altimur
George Perozzi
Betty Perozzi
Rosalie Trainor

Skeekos
Denis Prosperi
Ed Martinazzi
Dean Farnesi
Don Farnesi

Ewaste Direct
Ginny Nelson
Victor Delpine
Scott Doolittle
Jeff Ellsworth

Los Italianos
Matthias Villegas,Sr
Matt Veloz
Kasey Clark
Mathias Villegas, Jr.

Bozzo Chiropractic
Rod Curtis
Mike Sefficks
Orsin Curtis
Al Velasquez

Rina Tringali CPA
Ricky Vannetti
Connie Peters
Pietro Principato
Renee Whiteside

DANTE CLUB 
Anthony Donato
Anthony Astone
Nick Cornacchia
Bill Cornacchia
Pat Marchese

Culligan Water
Sal Tringali
Al Telles
Bob Barton
Mario Mejia
Cynthia Dzendzel

Café Fina
Matt Donangelo
Jimmy Donangelo
Dominic J. Mercurio
Paul Aliotti
Mark Donangelo

J Ruccello Electric
Giovanni Napoli
Gaspare Aliotti
Vern Cooper
Joe Malfitano
Ben Campbell

Cuz’s Sportsman’s Club 
Diana Butler
Willie Collins
Don Hoover
Mike Broughton
Pam Soboleski

Randolf Brothers
Tom Barrera
Scotty Randolf
Guiseppi Aliotti
Giovanni Aliotti

Palermo Bakery
Cynthia Rivera
Chuck Loney
Gary Scardina
Marsha Jones

Plan B
Bob Enea
Richard Donaldson
Joe Minafo
Joe Lucido

Santa Cruz County Bank
Rich Aiello
Tommy Noto
Jim Bruno
Scott Solid

Bounty Hunters
Tony Randazzo
Colleen Randazzo
Anthony Siino
Demario Mourning

Ansberry Sales
Roger Gregoire
Tia Gregoire
Ron Wessels
Toni Nicholas

Bi-Rite Market
Bill Buccellato
John Lopez
Scott Hickman
Will Kessler

Currington Law 
Chris Scott
Christina Currington
Marianne Clark
Ingrid LaMar
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IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALERS OF SELECT
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FOOD PRODUCTS

www.italfoodsinc.com
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This past year FESTA Italia Foundation lost two 
devoted and dedicated volunteers, Phyllis Campo 
and Gasper Cardinale.  Within non-profit organiza-
tions and especially in Festa Italia, the Volunteers are 
the foundations from which we build. 
Since the creation of the Santa Rosalia Celebra-
tion and the first Procession in Monterey in 1933, 
the four women volunteers, Francesca (Ferranti) 
Giamona,  Giovanna Balbo, Rosa Ferrante and 
Domenica Enea were credited with establishing the 
Santa Rosalia ceremony and the blessing of the 
Monterey fishing fleet. These four women were the 
first Festa Italia Monterey volunteers in 1933. 
Today, as in the past, the heart and soul of Festa 
Italia are the Sicilian-Italian people, preserving and 
educating the community on our Heritage, Culture, 
and Traditions. This labor of love is carried out by 
the fishermen, the individuals, the families and 
extended families and friends, the committees, the 
Festa Italia Board of Directors, and especially the 
volunteers to all the children.  The children, who are 
the future, will assume our roles, pass on our vision, 
heritage, and culture, and will guide Festa Italia for 
future generations to come.  
Everyone is welcome at Festa Italia. Phyllis and 
Gasper will be greatly missed.
Sincerely, 

Joe Cardinalli, President &
The Board of Directors 
Festa Italia Foundation

Two  Dedicated  Festa  Italia santa rosalia

		  Volunteers we will miss ...

Gasper Cardinale      

Gasper Cardinale (1935–2024) was born in Palermo, Sicily, immigrated to the 
United States at age 3, and married Carmela DiMaggio in 1957.  Gasper and Car-
mela have four children; Vincenzo, twins Nellina and Josephine and their youngest 
son Rocco.
Gasper was an astute businessman and a dedicated Community Volunteer. He 
was a former Board of Director of the Festa Italia Foundation and held various 
Festa Committee positions for many years. He worked tirelessly giving back to his 
heritage, the community and to the Church.
Gasper became a member of the Carmel Business Association, and was elected as 
president.  He also was the president of the Carmel-by-the-Sea Kiwanis Club.  Gas-
per’s contributions to community charities continued as a board of director for the 
American Cancer Society, a member of the Monterey County Grand Jury and as 
vice president of the Italian Catholic Federation. Gasper could often be found per-
forming the duties of an usher and Eucharistic minister at the San Carlos Cathedral. 
Gasper was on the community committee that established Monterey, California, and 
Isola delle Femmine, Sicily, as Sister Cities.
Gasper was the consummate family man, business man, and community volunteer, 
who proudly represented his Sicilian Heritage throughout his life. 
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For decades, Phyllis Campo was a  
beloved and dedicated presence at the 
Festa Italia in Monterey, CA. Since the 
early 1970s, she took part in cherished 
traditions like the procession from San Carlos  
Cathedral and Blessing of the Fishing Fleet, embodying the 
heart and spirit of the Fisherman’s Festival. Alongside her 
husband Frank, sons, daughters-in-law and 5 grandchildren, 
Phyllis lovingly worked the Arancini/Pasta booth—sharing not 
only delicious food, but also her warmth, laughter, and deep 
pride in her heritage. Preparing arancini and greeting  
generations of family and friends was her joy, and her  
presence brought comfort and connection to so many. Phyllis 
will be deeply missed by the entire Festa Italia community, her 
friends, and especially her family, who carry on her legacy with 
love and gratitude.

IN LOVING MEMORY

Phyllis Mary 
Campo
(1950 -2024)



Do you know Tene Shake?

Local Realtor 
Representing
Distinctive 
Properties 
with Global 
Marketing.

Real Estate
by Tene Shake
Carmel-by-the-Sea
Teneshakeproperties.com
831-224-4874
Dre #02118097

How fast can you say

SOLD



and others

from Wharf Merchants

1 1AM to  5PM  

CHOOSE VNA and contact us today at 831-372-6668 or 
vnainfo@ccvna.com.

HOME HEALTH CARE
Our VNA Home Health team provides intermittent, skilled, in-home services, 
including rehabilitation, restoration of independence, and management and 
stabilization of disease by licensed, clinical professionals.

HOSPICE
VNA Hospice involves a clinical, team-driven approach to treating the whole 
patient, including pain management, emotional and spiritual support, and 
comfort care expressly tailored to meet the needs of individual patients and families.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
VNA Community Services o� ers routine vaccines, on-site fl u clinics, and 
school nurse and student health services to promote wellness in communities 
across the Central Coast.

Since 1951, our VNA Care Teams make more than
70,000 Home Health & Hospice visits annually,

delivering high quality, compassionate care to patients
and families in the comfort of their own homes.
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750 Cannery Row Suite 108, 
Monterey, CA 93940  

(831) 901-3175



Winning 2024 Teams

2025 Santa Rosalia Bocce Cup Sponsors
Advance Auto Body

Anthony  & Colleen Randazzo

Anthony & Jeanine Ferrante

Armand & Dorothy Cevasco

Bambace-Peterson  RE

Bozzo’s Carpet Service

Cardinalli Realty & Property Management

Carmel Capital Group

Chris Dinner Heating

Dee Cookie Dealer

1st place team 
Sponsored by 

Domenico’s On the Wharf

Left to right : Roger Gregoire, Tia Gregorie, 
Toni Nicholas, Joey Fowler

2nd place team 
Sponsored by

La Sala’s Bi-Rite Market

Left to Right: Bill Buccellato, Mark Baeta, Steve 
Camitz, Ron Wetzels

3rd place team 
Sponsored by 
Pottery World

Left to Right:  Danny Marcucci, Tom Belloumini, 
Pat Milur, Josh Usiery, Martha Crossley

Dority Roofing & Solar

Easy Drains

Giovanni Altimura

Il Vecchio Restaurant & Bar

John Ruccello Electric

Joseph & Joni Malfitano

Kiper Homes

La Sala’s Bi-Rite Market

Lecce Electric

Linda Mullen, EA

M Rod Riguez, Inc.

Millette Construction, Inc.

Monterey Ladies Bocce Club

New Mecca Café

Old Fisherman’s Grotto

Peninsula Hydronics, Inc.

Thinking About Thinking

West Coast Commuity Bank

Zandonella Catering

4th Place
Sponsor: Team Rehab

Jess Quesada, Terry Santos, Sal Tedesco, 
Mario Majia

5th Place
Sponsor: Take the Cannoli

Frank Billeci, Anthony Billeci, Todd Swafford, 
Kara Kaiser

6th Place:
Sponsor: Advanced Auto Body

Pat Maarchese, George Perozzi. Betty Perozzi, 
Jeff Elsworth



Visit our Sicilian/Italian fishing heritage

display at Monterey History & Art at

Stanton Center, Monterey.

Save the Date for our annual Honoree

Dinner in Monterey on November 12.

Congratulations Festa Italia, from your
friends at the ICF.

Family friendly monthly dinners, fun for
all. See you at our Lenten Dinners in

2024!

Family-Owned. Locally Loved. Since 1980. 
Open Daily from 8am

434 Alvarado St., Monterey | 831-375-1400 | rosinesmonterey.com

Caffè by Rosine’s...
Brewing this Fall!

Save the Date for our annual Honoree
Dinner in Monterey on October 5, 2025

Celebrating 60 YearsCelebrating 60 Years

Senior, military 
& 1st responder 

discounts available  

• VIDEO INSPECTION OF 
 SEWER LATERALS 
• SEWER AND STORM 
 DRAINS CLEARED 
• HYDRO-JETTING 
 SEWER, STORM & 
 GREASE TRAP LINES 
• PERFORMANCE 
 EVALUATIONS FOR 
 REMODELS 
• GREASE TRAP PUMPING 
 & MAINTENANCE 
• SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
 PUMPED, SERVICED, 
 INSPECTED, REPAIRED 
 & INSTALLED 
• EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 AVAILABLE

73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28  |  Carmel Valley 93924
St. Contr. Lic. # 494738  |  www.psts.net

SUMP PUMPS 
SERVICED & 
INSTALLED 

MONTEREY PENINSULA  831-659-2465 

We Do More Than 
Pump Septic Tanks
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•	 The first documented 
history of the game was in 
5200 BC in a painting in an 
Egyptian tomb.

•	 Bocce spread through 
Palestine and by 600 BC 
was adopted by the Greeks, 
who passed it on to the 
Romans.

•	 In 1319 AD, Bocce was 
prohibited from play by 
anyone of lesser than noble 
status, as it was feared that 
it took too much time away 
from practical endeavors 
and military training. 

•	 By 1519, the game once 
again became public 
and spread to places like 
Belgium and Holland.

•	 The Republic of Venice 
condemned the sport in 
1576 and the Catholic 
Church prohibited 
clergymen from playing 
bocce.

•	 Guissepi Garibaldi, 
sometimes referred to as 
the George Washington of 
Italy, popularized the sport 
and made it what it is today 
whilst unifying Italy.

•	 In 1896, the first Bocce 
Olympiad was played in 
Athens, Greece. It has been 
an international sport ever 
since.

•	 The first bocce clubs were 
formed in Italy and the first 
recorded Italian league was 
established in 1947. This 
was also the first year of 
the annual Bocce World 
Championships.

History of Bocce
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2024 Queen’s Coronation Ball
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à Restaurants  

à Private Marina 

à Boatyard 

à Scuba Diving 

à Marine Supply Store 

à Kayaking & more! 

Monterey Bay Boatworks Company LP at Breakwater Cove Marina  

(831) 373-7857    ~     32 Cannery Row, Monterey CA 93940 

2024 Queen’s Coronation Ball
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Building the Future of Italian Leadership
Our Festa Italia Monterey youth are proudly carrying their heritage forward by reestablishing the
Italian Club at Monterey High School that had been inactive for almost a decade. This new chapter
is more than just a club—it is a symbol of cultural leadership, giving our young people the
opportunity to celebrate their roots, share traditions, and inspire their peers. Their dedication
reflects the values of family, community, and pride that Festa Italia has upheld for generations. By
stepping into leadership roles, these youth are not only honoring the past but also paving the way
for the future of Italian presence and influence in Monterey, ensuring our culture continues to
thrive for years to come. “The Italian Club lets us celebrate our heritage at school and share our
traditions with pride.” - Giada Nuovo
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We  are  proud  to  support  festa  Italia  
Congratulations  on  92  years
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Building the Future of Italian Leadership
Our Festa Italia Monterey youth are proudly carrying their heritage forward by reestablishing the
Italian Club at Monterey High School that had been inactive for almost a decade. This new chapter
is more than just a club—it is a symbol of cultural leadership, giving our young people the
opportunity to celebrate their roots, share traditions, and inspire their peers. Their dedication
reflects the values of family, community, and pride that Festa Italia has upheld for generations. By
stepping into leadership roles, these youth are not only honoring the past but also paving the way
for the future of Italian presence and influence in Monterey, ensuring our culture continues to
thrive for years to come. “The Italian Club lets us celebrate our heritage at school and share our
traditions with pride.” - Giada Nuovo
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Bella Cutino

My name is Bella Cutino, and I am deeply honored to represent my
Italian community as the 2024–2025 Santa Rosalia Queen. I am the
daughter of Bart and Kim Cutino and the proud granddaughter of
Bert and Bella Cutino—names that reflect the legacy and strength
of our family’s roots. My heritage traces back to the Sicilian towns of
Isola delle Femmine, Trapani, and San Vito—places that carry the
spirit, resilience, and tradition that have shaped who I am.

The Santa Rosalia Festival was more than an annual event—it was a
cherished tradition that brought my family and community
together. Volunteering at the festival, dancing at the coronation
ball, and spending time with fellow Italian families have been
highlights of my upbringing. These experiences instilled in me a
deep appreciation for community, service, and culture. The bonds
I’ve built with fellow princesses, junior queens, court members, and
past queens have expanded my sense of belonging and created
lifelong friendships rooted in shared pride and purpose.

Currently, I’m a dedicated 11th-grade student at Chartwell School. I
thrive on staying active and engaged—whether I’m competing in
volleyball, basketball, or track, or stepping into leadership roles in
school and beyond. Summers are spent as a camp counselor at
Santa Catalina School, where I find joy in mentoring younger kids
and creating meaningful experiences. When I’m not working or
studying, I enjoy babysitting, gardening, spending time with
friends, and experimenting in the kitchen.

Cooking is my greatest passions—a love passed down through
generations. Inspired by my Nano, I dream of becoming a chef and
one day opening my own YouTube channel dedicated to
homesteading and farm-to-table cooking. For me, food is more than
nourishment; it’s storytelling, tradition, and a way to honor those
who came before me.

The Santa Rosalia tradition has been woven into my life since I was
a baby—waving from the parade float before I could even walk. To
now stand as the 2024–2025 Queen is both humbling and
exhilarating. It is a privilege to represent not only my family and our
enduring legacy, but also the vibrant Italian-American community
that has given me so much. I wear this crown with gratitude, pride,
and a heartfelt commitment to honoring the culture that has
shaped my identity and my dreams.

2024 Outgoing Queen

Bella As An Festa Angel



40 Festa Italia

Queen’s   	
Court

Queens Court
2025

Antonella
Aliotti

Giada
Nuovo

Ciana 
Nuovo

Kylie
Arnaldo

Dahlia 
Borges

Florence
Cavaliere

Photographs Complimentary Of | Jami Stewart Photography

Leah
Chesshire

Julianna
Aiello

Makenzie
Gollihar

Mackenzie
Money

Ella
Miller

2025 City Of Monterey 4  Of July Paradet h

Photographs Complimentary Of | Jami Stewart Photography

Abigail
Searle

Ava 
Sillman

Layla
Marotta

Halim

Tyler
Catalano

Victoria 
Goldman

Cecilia
Marotta
Gallegos

Elise
Miller

Grace 
Rudisill

Isabella
Aliotti Madison

Searle

Olivia
Ferrill

Junior Queens
2025

2025 Concorso Italiano
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Queen’s   	
Court

Bailey
Williams

Riley
Williams

Everly
Santiago

Russo

Scarlett
Kissell

Emerson
Sanchez

Serafina
Runnoe

Peyton
Mundt

Ocean
Markovitch

Mia
Russo

Aliyah
Goldman

Francesca
Evola-Alvarez

Junior Princess

Princesses
2025

Photographs Complimentary Of | Jami Stewart Photography

Emery
Williams

Ryann
Mundt

2025 Festa Italia Mille Grazia BBQ

Layla
Marotta

Halim

Candi Aliotti
Chair

Angela Russo
Auction

Jenelle Newman
Ball Design

Kasey Aliotti
Co-Chair

Lori Arnaldo
Auction

Kim Cutino
Co-Chair

Maryn Sanchez
Admissions

2025 QUEENS COMMITTEE

Daniella Davi
Auction

Erica Walker
Auction

Not Pictured
Elias Cavaliere - Finance
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Community Banking for Monterey 
and the Salinas Valley

West Coast Community Bank is a proud sponsor of Festa Italia

Rich Aiello
SVP Regional President 
Monterey County

Festa Italia Member, 32 Years

480 S. Main Street | Salinas  
300 Bonifacio Place | Monterey 
432 Broadway Street | King City

wccb.com | 831.457.5000
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BBQ PARTYMILLE GRAZIE

Get ready to fire up your taste buds and soak up
the sun at the Festa Italia Thank You BBQ!

Members & Volunteers Free ~ Guests $20  
Kids $10 Donation~ $10 to swim in the pool

831.594.1895

MUST RSVP BY JUNE 16, 2025
NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR

JUNE 28, 2025 11AM-4 PM ~ LUNCH SERVED AT 12:30

STEAK, ITALIAN SAUSAGE,  HOTDOGS,  BEANS, 
SALAD, GARLIC BREAD, AND WATERMELON

CARMEL VALLEY COMMUNITY PARK 
25 FORD ROAD CARMEL VALLEY

PLEASE JOIN US FOR MUSIC,  AUCTION,
DELICIOUS FOOD, AND A GREAT TIME

FESTA ITALIA
 MONTEREYCommunity Banking for Monterey 

and the Salinas Valley

West Coast Community Bank is a proud sponsor of Festa Italia

Rich Aiello
SVP Regional President 
Monterey County

Festa Italia Member, 32 Years

480 S. Main Street | Salinas  
300 Bonifacio Place | Monterey 
432 Broadway Street | King City

wccb.com | 831.457.5000
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Where Italian culture and the

Monterey spirit come alive!

Celebrating heritage, honoring

tradition, uniting community!
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Viva Italia
Let’s Eat Drink & Be Italian!

Festa Italia | Keeping Italian 

culture alive in Monterey! 

Where Italian culture and the

Monterey spirit come alive!

Celebrating heritage, honoring

tradition, uniting community!
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2025 Coronation Ball
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 October 18th, 2025

5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Benefiting the Monterey Firefighters
Community Foundation

A firefighter-led nonprofit dedicated

to making a meaningful community

impact by assisting those in need

through service and support.

The Inn at
Spanish Bay

$250 Per Person 

Firefighters
Charity Ball

With Special Fire House Cooking Competition Awards 

Second Annual

Learn More
& Purchase Tickets at:

Saturday

ESTEEMED GUEST HOSTS
Ted J. Balestreri 

Founding CEO & Chairman of the

Cannery Row Co.

Daniel W. Bursch
NASA Astronaut

Don Chapin 
President of Don Chapin Co.

Al Jardine 
Musician and Founder of The

Beach Boys

Leon E. Panetta
Secretary of Defense 2011-2013

Tene Shake
 Chairman, The Shake Group Realty
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Visit our Sicilian/Italian fishing heritage

display at Monterey History & Art at

Stanton Center, Monterey.

Save the Date for our annual Honoree

Dinner in Monterey on November 12.

Congratulations Festa Italia, from your
friends at the ICF.

Family friendly monthly dinners, fun for
all. See you at our Lenten Dinners in

2024!

(831) 632-4100 • CardinaleMoving.com

Business of the Year Award Recipient
Local, Long-Distance and International Moving 

Full Service and Do-It-Yourself Options 
Trained and Uniformed Personnel 

Castroville, CA
info@CardinaleMoving.com

Owned and Operated 
since 1972 by 

Your Neighbors 
the Cardinale Family

CALL FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE 

Business of the Year Award Recipient
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

Local, Long-Distance and International Moving
Full Service and Do-It-Yourself Options

Trained and Uniformed Personnel

Owned and Operated 
since 1972 by 

Your Neighbors 
the Cardinale Family

CALL FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

(831) 632-4100 
CardinaleMoving.com

Monterey Peninsula • info@CardinaleMoving.com

Cal-T 102808 
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“Service is our #1 product” 

256 Kearney Ext., Watsonville, CA 95076 
831-724-7243 

Servicing Monterey Peninsula since 1947 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Congratulations Festa Italia 

On 86 years strong!! 

Congratulations Festa Italia
On 92 years Strong !!
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Award-winning Chef Tene Shake is a part 
of the iconic Shake Family, which has been 
in Monterey for generations and played an 
integral role in the rich history and success 
of fabulous Fisherman’s Wharf. The Shake 
family legacy lives on today, operating several 
restaurants, fish markets and boats. Tene is 
the youngest of five brothers, thus earning him 
the nickname “Tene.”
	

Tene graduated from Bethany University with a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in 1988. Following college, he completed levels 1-3 at the 
California Culinary Academy and attended Le Cordon Bleu and the 
International Culinary Center/French Culinary Institute. In 2009, Tene 
was honored to spend time at the White House with Chef Sam Kass. 
Chef Tene was voted 2014 Chef of the year and Chairman of Les 
Toque Blanches International-Monterey and the American Culinary 
Federation, Central Coast and President of the National Chapter of 
ACF Central Coast.

Born and raised on the Monterey Peninsula, Tene Shake is an au-
thentic “Local Real Estate Expert” with “local Knowledge” of real estate 
on the Monterey Peninsula. Tene has a passion for real estate buying 
his first home at age 19. Tene follows in the tradition of giving back 
instilled in him as a young man by his Mom & Dad that simply taught 
him “you receive in order to give.”
	
Tene is proud to support over 300 charities. One of Tene’s most 
humbling experiences was meeting Mother Teresa in Calcutta, India in 
1991 and spending a half day with her visit the areas of the poor and 
homeless she visited often.

Tene lives in Monterey County with his wife, Tracy. January 2025 
marked the celebration of their 43rd wedding anniversary. 

ENJOY! MANGIARE!

Festa Italia Proudly Presents 

Chef - Tene   Shake Classic Fisherman’s Wharf Cioppino

Chef Tene Shake Signature Recipe

Cioppino is a tomato-based seafood stew that was 
originated by the San Francisco Italian fishermen of 
North Beach in the late 1800s using whatever sea-
food was left over from the day’s catch.

Serves 8-10

3 Cups Marinara (your favorite prepared brand or 
homemade)
1/2 Cup Butter
2 Tbsps.. Garlic, minced
1 Cup Clam Juice
1 Cup of White Wine
½ lb Cod – cut into 2” chunks 
½ lb Swordfish- cut into 2” chunks
6 ea. Scallops
6 ea. Prawns 
½ lb Dungeness Crab Legs –Cracked at the joints
6 ea. Clams
6 ea. Mussels

1. Melt the butter in a large, deep sauté pan. 
2. Add the garlic and stir together over medium heat.
3. Add the marinara, clam juice and white wine and 
stir to incorporate for 5 minutes
4. Carefully add all fish and shellfish to the marinara 
and combine.
5. Cover and simmer together for 15-20 mins.

Serve with some crusty garlic bread and a glass of 
Monterey County Chardonnay
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Calamari Scampi
Serves 2 to 4 - Ingredients
• 1/2 pound linguini or thin spaghetti
• 1 pound squid bodies (5 to 10 bodies, depending
on the size)
• 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, divided
• 2 tablespoons Capers
• 2 tablespoons butter
• 2 cloves garlic, finely minced
• 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
• 1/4 cup chopped fresh herbs, such as parsley,
basil, or chives, or any combination
• 1/4 cup pasta water, if needed
• Salt and pepper to taste
Lemon slices for garnish

Directions

• Bring a large pot of water with a nice amount of
salt to a boil and cook the pasta according to directions.
Save some pasta water just before straining.

• Cut the squid into rings, and dry slightly with a
paper towel. In a large skillet, heat the olive oil and
capers over medium-high heat. Add the squid and
cook, stirring constantly, for 3 to 5 minutes. Season
with salt and pepper as you cook. Try one or two
starting at 3 minutes to gauge doneness. The rings
will be white and tender when cooked.

• Remove the squid from the skillet and turn the
heat to low. Add the remaining tablespoon of olive
oil, the butter, and the garlic to the same pan, and
sauté for less than one minute until the garlic is fragrant. 
Stir in the lemon juice and then return the squid
to the pan. Mix in the pasta and the fresh herbs. Add some 
reserved pasta water if the dish needs extra
moisture.

• Serve immediately, garnished with 2 or 3 thin lemon slices.

Calamari Diablo
Ingredients
4tablespoons olive oil
5minced garlic cloves
1tablespoon red pepper flakes 2green onions,
chopped
10 ounces diced Chorizo
1cup dry white wine
8 squid, tubes and tentacles cut tubes into rings
1cup tomato puree
1⁄2cup fresh grated pecorino romano cheese
1lb pasta, of your choice
4 -5sprigs of chopped parsley (to garnish)

Directions

Heat oil in non stick skillet, add garlic, green onions,
red pepper flake and pepperoni, bring to simmer.

• Turn up heat and add wine while stirring constantly.
Bring to near boil.

• Add shrimp and cook for one minute, then flip
and cook for another minute. (I hate overcooked
shrimp, so at this point I removed shrimp and
placed in a bowl.).

• Add squid rings and tentacles. They will cook
very quickly so pay close attention. After 2
minutes return shrimp to skillet. Reduce heat to
simmer.

• Add your tomato puree. This is where you can be
creative. I actually used one cup of Barilla’s Arrabbiata
sauce for extra kick!

• Grate in some of the fresh Pecorino Romano
cheese and stir inches Remove from heat.
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Who was Santa Rosalia?  She was born in 1130 AD and is 
the Patron Saint of Palermo, Sicily. According to legend, 
Rosalia was born to a Norman noble family that claimed 
descent from Charlemagne.  Devoutly religious she 
abandoned her family’s wealth and royal lifestyle to live as a 
hermit in a cave on Mount Pellegrino, where she died alone 
in 1166. Tradition says that she was led to the cave by two 
angels.  �ere she lived as a hermit dedicating her life to 
prayer and solitude. 

According to her story, a ship carrying the bubonic 
plague landed in Palermo in May 1624. �e epidemic that 
ensued caused the deaths of about one third of Palermo’s 
population. �e epidemic raged on until the middle of July 
when a young man, Matteo Bonello, had a vision in which 
Rosalia appeared to him and directed him to her cave. She 
instructed him to retrieve her bones and to carry them to 
the four corners of the city. Bonello found the cave, Rosalia’s 
bones and a rock with Rosalia’s name on it. He carried the 
bones to the city and soon Palermo’s horrible plague was 
over.  Santa Rosalia became the patron saint of the City of 
Palermo. In fact, she is generally revered throughout Sicily. 

Every July 15-17, Palermo holds a festival to commemorate 
the ending of the plague and to honor their patron saint. 
�e annual festivities are elaborate and attract people from
great distances. �e Community of Isola delle  Femmine is a
mere 15 kilometers from Palermo. Many of the original Isola
delle  Femmine immigrants participated in Palermo’s annual
festivals bringing the tradition to Monterey.

In 1933, the tradition of blessing the �shing �eet and mass at 
San Carlos Cathedral followed by Saint Rosalia traveling in a 
procession to the Monterey Wharf was established. As Santa 
Rosalia traveled from the Cathedral she is led by the Local 
Catholic clergy, Knights of Columbus, the congregation and 
community members. Upon arriving at the waterfront, the 
names of those lost at sea are read aloud and a wreath is 
placed in their honor. A blessing is o�ered for all who make 
their living on or by the Monterey Bay.

Santa Rosalia’s �oat is adorned with fresh �owers donated 
in honor and memory  of �shing families. �ere are a 
limited number of spots available. If you are interested in 
honoring a family member, please contact Phyllis Grillo at 
pgrillo831@gmail.com 0r (831) 402-8030

Saint Rosalia  HER STORY

Thank you to Seaside Florist, Mission Mortuary, and J&M Sport 
Fishing for their ongoing support. 
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Fishing Vessels & Captains

Fishing Vessel–Sea Wave 
Owner: Sal Tringali & Anthony Russo.

Fishing Vessel–King Phillip
Owner: Sal Tringali & Anthony Russo.

Fishing Vessel–Natalie Rose
Owner : Dominic Aliotti 

Fishing Vessel– Ocean Angel II Owner: Joe Cappuccio

Fishing Vessel–Irenes’ Way 
Owner: Joe Pennisi

Festa ltalia’s-Santa Rosalia Fisherman’s Festival gratefully acknowledges the following Fishing Vessels and 
Captains. Their ongoing support has contributed in making our Festa successful. Our Festival could not 
continue without the generosity of the whole fish dealers that advertise, support and participate in our 

wonderful annual festivities.
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Congratulations Festa Italia  
 

 

 
 

Watsonville Lodge #2016 
Est. November 1951 

To promote and preserve Italian heritage, culture, and traditions in 
the United States. 

 
Voted 2025 Organization of the Year 

By the Pajaro Valley Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 

A Proud Sponsor of Festa Italy Monterey 
 

 
 

www.watsonvillesonsofitaly.org 
Contact: Janey’ Malatesta Leonardich, President  831-722-7958 
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�e Tarantella Dancers perform on
Saturday and Sunday at Festa Italia. No
Italian wedding or celebration would be
complete without the rhythmic song and
dance of the Tarantella. It is considered
by some to be the most popular of all the
Italian songs and it is even considered
by many as the song of Italy. �e dance
is both lively and graceful, with light
and quick steps mixed with passion-
ate gestures. �e Tarantella, originally
an Italian folk dance of the lower-and
middle-classes has been labeled as a
dance to cure sickness. Legend states that
between the 15th and 17th centuries, an
epidemic of tarantism swept through the

town of Taranto in southern Italy, from 
being bitten by the poisonous tarantula 
spider. �e victim, which is referred to as 
the tarantata, once bitten, could fall into 
a trance that could only be cured by fren-
zied dancing. People would surround the 
victim while musicians would play man-
dolins, guitars and tambourines in search 
of the correct rhythm. Each bet would 
have a di�erent e�ect on the tarantata 
causing various movements and gestures. 
Once the correct rhythm was found, it 
was almost certain that the tarantata was 
cured. �e Tarantella Dancers of Mon-
terey perform annually at Festa Italia and 
other cultural events.

Si prega di venire in italiano per la giornata!
(Please come be Italian for the day!)

T h e  M o n t e r e y  ta r a n t e l l a  da n c e r s 
Celebrate Festa Italia 92nd Anniversary

�e Tarantella Dancers of Monterey
are sponsored by Festa Italia/Santa
Rosalia Foundation, a 501© (3) non-
pro�t organization.  �ey perform
annually at the Festival and other cul-
tural events.   If you are interested in

joining the group or booking them for 
an event, please contact Phyllis Grillo 
at pgrillo831@gmail.com or (831) 
402-8030 for more information.

�e Tarantella Dancers perform on Saturday and Sunday

2025 Festa Italia Tarantella Dancers

Phyllis Grillo, Tarantella Director 
Lynn Rombi
Nicole Perry
Michelle Spadaro 
Geralynn Spadaro 
Maria Mineo Burns 
Phyllis Mineo Aiello 
Angeline Sickler 
Jerilynn Crivello 
Isabella Pennisi Steigman 
Laney Pennisi Nozicka 
Meica Bruno 
Eva Real-Goldman
Amanda Ausonio
Maribel Amaya
Amanda Killough
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Believing in you.

Serving our  
communities.

We’re proud to support Festa Italia!

www.MechanicsBank.com

Monterey Branch
Jeff Ursino, Branch Manager

439 Alvarado St.
831.242.2000

Pacific Grove Branch
Matt Bosworth, Branch Manager

561 Lighthouse Ave.
831.649.5010

Seaside Branch
Brigette Brown, Branch Manager

1658 Fremont Blvd.
831.394.6900

MKT9301-0712/0822

Jeff Ursino, Branch Manager	
439 Alvarado St.
831.242.2000

Alessandro Bush, Branch Manager 
561Lighthouse Ave.
831.649.5010 

Bridgette Brown, Area Production Manager,
Branch Manager 
1658 Fremont Blvd.
831.394.6900


